Spring Term in Clarendon Nursery 2023

Welcome back from a lovely festive break. We hope you had a wonderful Christmas and New Year. Thank you again for all the generous gifts and cards, we felt
thoroughly spoilt by you all. This term our topic is, ‘Around the World' and our focus question is, 'Would you like to go on a journey?’

The children will be learning about different countries from around the world. Every week we will learn some facts about a new country and complete craft activities
that link with the countries. We will be learning the personal, social and emotional aspects of being in Nursery class (such as sharing resources and being a good friend).
We will be delivering our new PSHE scheme 'SCARF' (Safety, Caring, Achievement, Resilience & Friendship) with the children too. Looking at health and well-being.
Developing good speaking and listening skills, gross and fine motor skills and learning how to stay healthy and safe. We will also continue to develop our writing skills by
helping the children gain control when using a pen or pencil. We will be introducing our new phonics scheme - FFT (Success for all Phonics). The children will begin to look
at letters and sounds. In Mathematics, we will be working at number skills including an introduction to 'subitising’, which requires the children to say what they see,
rather than counting each item. During the 2™ half-term we will celebrate ‘World Book Day’, when the children can dress up as a book character. We will also be going on
a journey into space and learning all about the planets. Our activities will be centred around space. During the last week we will hold an ‘Alien Day'.

Thank you for all the support you have given us and your child over the last term. Please remember that we are here if you have any worries, questions or concerns, no
matter how small you think they are. We want to ensure that your child is happy at Clarendon Nursery.

Literacy

Children will be learning the letters in their name
and will be taught how to recognise their name.
They will continue with pencil control activities, so
that they can gain control when writing/drawing.
Children will continue to bring home a school
library book (once a week). We will encourage the
children to continue looking through the books and
describing what they see and what might be
happening in the story. We will be learning short
poems with actions throughout the year too.

How can you help?

v" Looking through your child's library book each week

and discussing the story, asking your child what they
see, what happened and what could happen next.

v" Discuss your child's day with them. Ask them

questions about what they have learnt and who they
have played with.

v" Helping your child to form letter shapes from their

name. To control the pencil using a tripod grip.

v" Encouraging them to count (saying what they see),

recognise numbers to 5 and 2D shapes.

Maths
Number
e Counting (Subitising), recognising,
writing and ordering numbers to 5.

e Problem solving.
Numerical Patterns

e Comparing weights, heights and
lengths.

¢ Knowing 2D shape names and using
them when creating objects in mind or
when playing with toys.

Personal, Social and Emotional
Development

e Being a good friend.

e Turn taking and sharing.

e Being good at tidying up and looking
after our environment.

e Going for goals.

e How to stay safe and healthy.

e Following units from the SCARF
scheme, starting with 'feeling safe'.

Communication and Language

Listening and responding to ideas expressed by others in
conversation or discussion.

Listening attentively to stories, anticipating key events
and commenting on what they have heard.

Maintaining attention, concentration and sitting quietly
during carpet time.

Following a story without pictures or props.

Developing narrative and vocabulary through play.

Physical Development

¢ Travelling with confidence and skill in a range
of different ways.

e Beginning to show an interest in forming
recognisable letters and numbers.

e Using a pencil and other tools effectively.

e Considering ways to keep healthy and safe,
eat healthy foods and look after our bodies.

e Develop basic hygiene and personal care
needs themselves, including dressing and
going to the toilet independently.




Expressive Art and Design

e How to use paintbrushes, paint blocks, pencils, pens and modelling
materials effectively.

e Using various materials to make, draw and paint various people who
help us and animals.

e Using joining skills to re-use objects and give them a new purpose.

e How to use detail and colour to make art look more realistic.

e Mixing colours.

e Rhythm in music and dance.

e Songs about 'Spring and animals'.

e Music from around the world.

e Joining in with different customs that occur this term (e.g. Chinese New
Year, Valentine's Day, St Patrick's Day, Easter, etc.)

e Special places and special stories (RE).

¢ Learning about our world and the people/animals that live in it.

e Viewing children from around the world in their schools and animals in
their habitat.

e Visiting Space and learning about different planets, aliens and our solar
system.

Other useful information about Nursery

Book Bags
Please make sure that your child has a Clarendon book bag. If each child has a

book bag, we can ensure that they go home with their library books, artwork
and any leaflets, each day. Please can you ensure you do not put drinks or toys
in their book bag. Encourage your child to put their own coat and other personal
items away, as this will help improve their independence. We recommend one
keyring per book bag to help identify your child's bag.

Reading
In Nursery we help your children with the early stages of reading by talking to

them about stories that have been read, asking questions about the characters
and what they think may happen next in the story. We also look at picture books
with no words, so that the children can make up the story themselves by looking at
the pictures.

Cold Weather and Clothing

A large part of our curriculum is conducted outdoors, so please ensure that your
child has a coat every day, which is ideally warm, waterproof and appropriate
for the weather. Please can you also make sure that all coats, gloves, scarves
and hats are clearly named. Can you check your child's jumper and write over
any fading names. We politely remind you that we need a full set of spare
clothing for your child, to be kept in the Nursery at all times. We also require
welly boots for your child (these will stay in the nursery). If they wear them to
Nursery they need their shoes.

Donations

Thank you for all of the toys that you have been kind enough to donate! We are
also on the lookout for any outdoor toys such as bikes, ‘little tikes' cars and
scooters. Please let us know if you have anything that you no longer want. We are
always happy to take certain toys from you. No more book donations. Thank you.




