
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

     

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

 

Literacy 
We will look at Phase 1 phonics, where we will build 

upon their listening skills. They will begin to take 

part in fine motor skills activities, so that they can 

gain control when writing/drawing.  They will bring 

books home each week that are from the school 

library and visit the school library once a month. 

We ask that you share them with your children and 

return them weekly in their book bags so we can 

change them. We will encourage the children to look 

through the books and describe what they see and 

what may be happening in the story. 
 

How can you help? 
 

 Children will take a Library Book home each week, 

please read and discuss the story with your child. 

 After asking questions about the story, ask your 

child what they saw, what happened, and what could 

happen next.  

 Helping your child to form letter shapes from their 

name. To control the pencil using a tripod grip. 

 Encouraging them to notice colours, shapes, 

features and things that match.  

 Talking about amounts, sizes and comparing. 

 

 

Mathematics 
 ‘Noticing’ - Making them aware of maths 

around them. 

 Commenting on features and shapes. 

 Naming and matching items. 

 Sorting objects, into chosen groups and 

groups of the children’s choosing. 

 Comparing amounts. 

 Comparing sizes. 

Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development 

 

 

 Being a good friend. 

 Turn taking and sharing. Using our manners. 

 Being good at tidying up and looking after our 

environment. 

 How to stay safe and healthy. 

 

Communication and Language 
 

 Listening and responding to ideas expressed by others 

in conversation or discussion. 

 Listening attentively to stories, anticipating key 

events and commenting on what they have heard. 

 Maintaining attention, concentration and sitting quietly 

during small group carpet time. 

 Developing narrative and vocabulary through play. 

 

Physical Development 
 

 Continue to develop their movement, 

balancing, riding (scooters, trikes and bikes) 

and ball skills.  

 Using a pencil and other tools effectively. 

 Considering ways to keep healthy and safe, 

eat healthy foods and look after our bodies. 

 Developing how to manage basic hygiene and 

personal care needs themselves successfully, 

including dressing and going to the toilet. 

 

Autumn Term in Nursery – September 2023 
We would like to welcome all the new families (and existing ones) to Clarendon Nursery. We really look forward to working with you and your children over the coming 

months. We have so much planned and we cannot wait to get started. We have an ‘open door’ policy at our Nursery and want you to feel you can ask us anything you need 

to know. The children have been settling into their new surroundings and are now going to begin learning all about themselves and others. The 1st half term our topic is 

‘Who am I?’ We will be looking at things that make us different and things that make us the same, including our senses and how we use them. We will do this through 

cooking, sensory play, independent and adult focussed activities. Alongside this we will be learning the personal, social and emotional aspects of being in Nursery (such as 

sharing and being a good friend), developing good speaking and listening skills, gross and fine motor skills and learning how to stay healthy and safe. Our maths topic will 

be ‘Noticing’. We will look at colours, features, shapes, naming and matching. We will develop these skills through play and our planned activities. Wednesdays will be our 

maths focus day. During the 2nd half-term our topic will be ‘Can I read you a Traditional Tale?’ The children will be looking at different Traditional Tales and Nursery 

Rhymes. We will be acting out role-play scenarios during our play, as well as carrying out some fun craft and activities linked with the story or rhyme of the week. 

 

 
 

Welcome to Clarendon Nursery  
Nursery Teacher is Mrs Parrish and nursery practitioners are: Mrs Gray, Miss Miles, Miss Griffiths, Miss Vazquez & Mrs McCreary. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Expressive Art and Design 
 

 How to use paintbrushes, pencils, pens and modelling materials 

effectively. 

 Using various materials to make, draw and paint portraits, animals, 

fruit/vegetables and items of their own choice.  

 Mixing colours. 

 Rhythm in music and dance. 

 Songs about Nursery Rhymes, Christmas and Stories. 

 Role-play within the Kitchen area, mud kitchen and during free play.  

Photo Link & Weekly updates 
In our Early Years setting we do not take photos and write observations of 

their learning journey. We will be spending more quality time with your 

children, engaging in their play. Therefore, on Friday’s we will email you a 

photo link for you to access and look at photos with your child, to discuss 

their learning and play. We will also send a brief summary of our week, so you 

know what we have been learning. This will be via our Marvellous Me app. 
 

 

 

 

Book Bags 
We recommend that your child has a named Clarendon book bag. If each 

child has a book bag, we can ensure that they go home with their library 

books, artwork and any letters/leaflets each day. Ensure you do not put 

drinks/toys in their book bag. Encourage your child to put their own coat 

and other personal items away each morning. This will help improve their 

independence. We suggest one keyring, to easily identify your child’s bag.   

 

 

Understanding the World 
 

 Joining in with different customs that occur this term (e.g. 

Remembrance Day, Diwali, Eid, Guy Fawkes, Halloween and Christmas.) 

 Developing their senses using hands-on exploration of natural materials.  

 Special places and special stories (RE). 

 Learning about ourselves and our families.  

 Learning about other families and any customs. 
 

 

Other useful information about Nursery 

Home Nursery/School Agreement 

We will be sending out our ‘Home Nursery/School’ Agreement to the 

Nursery children.  The whole school have a similar document, which parents 

are asked to read, discuss with children and sign. One copy is for you to 

keep and the other is to be returned to Nursery staff. The agreement 

highlights our working relationship with you and your children.  

Cold Weather and Clothing  
A large part of our curriculum is conducted outdoors, so please can you 

ensure that your child has a coat every day, which is ideally warm and 

waterproof. Please can you also make sure that all coats, gloves, scarves and 

hats are named. Check your child’s jumper and write over any fading names. 

We also require welly boots for your child (these will stay in the nursery).  

 

Reading 
In Nursery, we help your children with the early stages of reading. This is by 

talking with them about stories that have been read. Asking questions about 

the characters and what they think may happen next in the story. We also 

look at picture books with no words, so that the children can make up the 

story themselves by looking at the pictures.  

Outdoor Learning  
A great deal of our learning takes place outside. Therefore, we ask that your 

child wears suitable clothing (warm/weatherproof coat) and welly boots 

(obviously weather dependent). We do go out all weathers and want your 

children to be able to learn and explore the outdoors as much as possible. If 

they wear welly boots to Nursery they will also require their school shoes this 

day for indoor play. 

 


