This term the Year Six topics are South America, Brazil and Rio.

curriculum subjects.

The topic offers many cross-curricular opportunities and will be closely linked to our core

This term’s topics
The human circulatory system
Buddhism
Rights and responsibilities
Spreadsheets
Notre ecole (Our school)

Crime and punishment

HTML and webpages

Spring Term in Year Six

Welcome back to a new and exciting term in year 6. We hope
that you enjoyed a peaceful Christmas break, and we would like
to say a huge thank you for the generous gifts we received.

This term the children will be studying many new and exciting
topics, whilst also revisiting some of the key concepts they have
already learnt in order to help them build on this further and
broaden their knowledge and understanding.

Useful Websites
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Topic

http://www.wwf.org.uk/where we work/south america
/

http://www.rainforest-alliance.org/kids
http://kids.mongabay.com/elementary/206.html
www.oddizzi.com

Maths
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/
http://www.aplusclick.com/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/daily10

Literacy
http://www.crickweb.co.uk/ks2literacy.html
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-
years/spelling-and-grammar

Science
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z2pfb9q

Class visits, visitors and special events
Carnival Day- Friday 10" February

We have our class assembly to look forward to which is due to take
place on Wednesday 1% March.

Next half term, the whole school will be celebrating World Book
Week (27" February- 3" March). On Friday 3" March, children are
invited to come to school dressed as a book character.
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Home Learning

The children are expected to

read at least four times a

week for a minimum of 20
minutes. We encourage

parents to ask questions to

check their child’'s
understanding and explain
their thinking.

There will also be one to two
pieces of curriculum-based
work. These should be
completed by pupils within a
45 — 60-minute timeframe.
Most often these will be
specific pages set in their
Reading and Maths
workbooks.

These activities will help to
prepare the children for their
SATSs tests.

Work will be set on a Friday
and should be returned by
the following Wednesday.
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This term, as part of their core subjects of study...

As part of their wider, topic related studies...

Maths

This term the children will be covering:

Converting units of measurement — mm/cm/m, g/kg, ml/l, metric to imperial

Ratio and proportion — using multiplication and division facts, and understanding scale
factors.

Algebra — forming expressions and equations, substitution, solving multi-step problems
Decimals — multiplying and dividing by 10, 100 and 1000, multiplying and dividing
decimals by integers, decimals as fractions

Percentages - finding percentages of amounts, fractions to percentages,
fraction/decimal/percentage equivalence

Perimeter, area and volume — problem solving

It is also vital that children learn their times table by heatrt, if they still do not know them.
Arithmetic- this is a daily focus during our maths lessons in which we consolidate the
children’s understanding of the four operations in class.

History

In the second half of this term, we will
look at crime and punishment and how
they have changed through the UK'’s
history. We will look at the Magna Carta
and why it played a significant role in UK
law, as well as trying to understand why
we need laws within our society.

English
The class novel this term is Katherine Rundell’s ‘The Explorer’. We will use it as the
basis for writing across different genres.

“From his seat in the tiny aeroplane, Fred watches as the mysteries of the Amazon
jungle pass by below him. He has always dreamed of becoming an explorer, of making
history and of reading his name amongst the lists of great discoveries. If only he could
land and look about him.

As the plane crashes into the canopy, Fred is suddenly left without a choice. He and the
three other children may be alive, but the jungle is a vast, untamed place. With no hope
of rescue, the chance of getting home feels impossibly small.

Except, it seems, someone has been there before them ... "

Computing

The two units studied this term will be:

e Using spreadsheets to automate
mathematical functions

e Using Google Sites to create
webpages

We will also cover issues of E-Safety, as
we do on a termly basis.

Geography

In geography, we will be studying South

America and focusing specifically on

Brazil and Rio.

Over the course of the half-term we will

be:

e Locating South American countries
using an atlas

e Studying time zones and why we
need them

e Finding out how life in Brazil
compares to our life in the UK

e Researching the city of Rio de
Janeiro

e Considering whether the 2016
Olympic Games were good for
Brazil

PE

The children will be developing their agility
and balance through dance, yoga and
gymnastics.

They will also be practising the skills
required for tennis.

Art

The children will be exploring and
creating art with a message, looking at
the works of Pablo Picasso and Kéathe
Kollwitz through the mediums of graffiti,
drawing, painting and sculpture.

Science

The children will be learning about the human circulatory system. They will be

finding out:

e what blood is, what it is made of and why it is so important

e how the heart and lungs function to pump oxygenated blood around the
body

e how exercise impacts on heart rate

e how our diet can affect the health of our heart and body

PSHE

In the first half term, we will be learning about our
rights and responsibilities and considering what it
means to live in a democratic society. In the
second half term, we will be learning basic first-aid
and will be thinking about our well-being.

We will continue to support your child in order to best prepare them for
their transition to secondary school. If you have any questions about the
secondary transfer process, or the learning in class, please do get in
contact with me either via the school office or at the end of the day.

RE
The questions we will be thinking about
in our learning this term are:
What is the Buddhist Way?
Adam, Eve, Christmas, Easter: what are
the connections?
For our Easter topic: Did Jesus have to
die?

Design and Technology

This term the children will be using
cutting, stitching and finishing skills in
their textile unit, to create a mobile
phone holder/wallet.

Music

This term’s music themes, taught through
Charanga, are ‘Classroom Jazz’ and ‘A
New Year Carol.”




